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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

In 2013, the Alliance received a grant from ABIM Foundation to advance the goals of the 

Choosing Wisely® campaign in Washington state. Thanks to strong partnerships with fellow 

grantee Washington State Medical Association and the Washington State Hospital 

Association, our state has been a leader in this national program. We’ve accomplished much 

in these two years. Read more from our executive director. 

 
ALLIANCE UPDATES 

 

Community Checkup report to be published in March with results from three new 

counties 

We are in the final stages of preparing the latest Community Checkup public report. This will 

be our eighth report and the first public release of medical group and clinic-level results from 

three new counties: Skagit, Spokane and Whatcom. Soon after the release of the report, we 

will be visiting holding public town hall-style meetings in these three counties where we will 

share the results and talk about local quality improvement efforts. If you are interested in 

learning more about these meetings or the Community Checkup, please contact John 

Gallagher atjgallagher@wahealthalliance.org.  

  

Susie Dade to moderate panel at Lown Institute annual conference 

Alliance Deputy Director Susie Dade will be moderating a panel discussion on the barriers to 

addressing misuse in our health care system. The panel The Bumpy Road to RightCare will 

explore a few of the key barriers to the right care, such as the lack of time for primary care 

providers; poor communication between primary care and specialists, and between clinician 

and patients; and the lack of valid scientific evidence. Learn more about the conference.  

  

Fred Hutch hosts summit on value in cancer care 

The Hutchinson Institute for Cancer Outcomes Research will be hosting the Value in Cancer 

Care Summit on March 30. Patients, clinicians, provider groups, patient advocacy groups, 

public and private payers and researchers are invited to attend. Learn more.    

SPOTLIGHT ON IMPROVEMENT 

 

CHI Franciscan Health System: Making strides toward more appropriate use of the ER 

CHI Franciscan is making great strides to reduce avoidable emergency room use. By focusing 

on providing their patients alternatives to more costly emergency room visits, they have 

become top performers in the region for their low rates of avoidable emergency room 

use. Read the latest Spotlight on Improvement. 

 

http://www.wacommunitycheckup.org/
http://oyh.wacommunitycheckup.org/
http://www.wahealthalliance.org/
http://wahealthalliance.org/letter-from-the-executive-director-looking-ahead-to-more-choosing-wisely-in-washington-state/
mailto:jgallagher@wahealthalliance.org?subject=Community%20Checkup
http://lowninstitute.org/take-action/come-to-an-event/
http://www.fredhutch.org/en/labs/hicor/value-in-cancer-care-initiative/VICCSummit2015.html
http://wahealthalliance.org/chi-franciscan-health-system-making-strides-toward-more-appropriate-use-of-the-er/


 
ON THE BLOG 

 

Reducing avoidable emergency room visits in Washington state 

Too often emergency rooms become the place where patients go with problems that are not 

emergencies. When simple medical concerns that can be treated easily and more cost 

effectively in a primary care office or an urgent care clinic end up being treated in the 

emergency room (ER), they contribute to waste in the health care system. Read the blog post. 

 

Celebrating two years of collaboration and success for Choosing Wisely 

We are proud to be able to say our state has been a national leader in the Choosing Wisely 

campaign. We showcase the major accomplishments of the campaign, including the work of 

the Washington State Choosing Wisely Task Force. Read the blog post. 

 

Local organizations use Choosing Wisely to improve quality of patient care 

We are highlighting the impact of the Choosing Wisely campaign by showing how local four 

health care systems have used it to reduce waste and improve patient care.  Read the blog 

post.  
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Clinical Performance Improvement Network (CPIN) 
On April 22, 2015 the Washington Health Alliance will present a CPIN webinar on the Community 

Checkup. Details will be posted atwww.wsma.org/CPIN. 

LEARN MORE 

Choosing Wisely 

Choosing Wisely is a campaign designed to provide easy-to-understand guides for getting better, safer, 

more effective care. It is a partnership between the Alliance, The American Board of Internal Medicine 

(ABIM), the Washington State Medical Association, and others. Learn more. 

Visit the Community Checkup website 

The Community Checkup website helps consumers make informed choices by giving them access to a 

robust and accessible supply of data and resources. The website is regularly updated with new 

information and data; for example, new results for hospital measures from the Leapfrog Group and 

Hospital Compare. Learn more. 

 

Follow the Alliance on Twitter 

We invite you to follow the Alliance on Twitter @WAHealthCheckup.  

 

Follow the Alliance on LinkedIn 

We invite you to follow the Alliance on our LinkedIn company page. 

  

The Washington Health Alliance brings together those who give, get and pay for health care to create a 

high-quality, affordable system for the people of Washington state. 
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