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Alliance News 

 
15th Community Checkup Recognizes Top Health Care Performers 
 

The Washington Health Alliance (Alliance) issued its 15th Community Checkup last week, with results 
for more than 2,300 distinct entities, continuing its long tradition of providing transparency to improve to 
Washington state’s health care system.  

Using medical claims data from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019, this release included results 
for more than 100 performance measures, including all 63 measures from the Common Measure Set. 
The Alliance ranked clinics, medical groups, counties, and Accountable Communities of Health (ACHs) 
on 29 measures considered strong indicators of quality primary care using its signature rating tool, the 
Quality Composite Score. Here are the Quality Composite Score results by order of performance:  

Accountable Communities of Health Counties  
HealthierHere      King 
North Sound ACH     Thurston 
Cascade Pacific Action Alliance    Snohomish 
Better Health Together Whitman 
Olympic Community of Health    Spokane  
Elevate Health      Island 
North Central ACH Kittitas 
Greater Columbia ACH Kitsap 
SW WA Regional Health Alliance Pierce 

Recognition for Highest Quality Composite Scores 

Medical Centers 
Commercial Medicaid 
The Polyclinic International Community Health Services 
Kaiser Permanente Washington Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic 
Virginia Mason Medical Center Columbia Medical Associates 
University of Washington Medical Center University of Washington Medical Center 
Association of University Physicians, DBA Family Care Network 
UW Physicians 
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Clinics 

Commercial Medicaid 
The Polyclinic-Madison Center Franciscan Medical Clinic-Burien 
University of Washington Medical Center-General Confluence Health-WVH Campus-Primary 
Internal Medicine Clinic Care Services 
The Polyclinic-Northgate Harborview-Adult Medicine Clinic 
Kaiser Permanente-Silverdale Medical Center Harborview-Madison Clinic 
Kaiser Permanente-Northgate Medical Center  UW Neighborhood Federal Way Clinic 

You can view the online version or download the Community Checkup pdf here. 

 
 

Registration Open for 2nd Webinar to Support Value-Based Payment Adoption! 
 

Bree Collaborative and Washington Health Alliance present Interoperability: Removing 
Barriers to Value-Based Success (Why Don’t We All Talk to Each Other?!)  on April 15, 
2021 from 10:00 - 11:30 am PT.  
 
Join us as we tackle the topic of “interoperability” for the second of a four -part “Framework for 
Action” webinar series on the accelerators for change to drive value -based success. Hear from 
national and local leaders to understand how we move interoperability from an “obstacle” to an 
“enabler” of value-based success for providers and patients in Washington state.   
 
Learning objectives: 

 Create a shared understanding of “interoperability” and why it is important to value -
based success, i.e., how it supports optimal care for individuals, as well as populations 
across the full continuum of health and health care.  

 Orient our thinking toward “patient-centric” solutions that also work for organizations.  

 Understand where Washington is today, where we need to go, and how we all 
contribute to getting there. 

 
Vishal Chaudry, Chief Data Officer for Washington Health Care Authority , will discuss the 
topic of interoperability from the state agency perspective. We will get an honest assessment 
of how we are doing currently, where we need to go, who needs to be involved and what we 
need to focus on to be successful.  
 
Julia Adler-Milstein, PhD, Professor of Medicine and Director of the Center for Clinical 
Informatics and Improvement Research (CLIIR) at University of California San F rancisco, will 
provide a national perspective on why interoperability matters to value -based success and how 
technology advances and strong policies are important foundations, but insufficient on their 
own to drive change. There must also be meaningful and aligned incentives to build the kind of 
interoperability required for value-based success.  
 
Elya Prystowsky, PhD, Executive Director of the Rural Health Collaborative , will moderate a 
panel of health care leaders that will discuss the role interoperability plays in efforts to improve 
health and health care in Washington state under value-based payment models. Are the 
incentives truly aligned? Are the incentives significant enough to drive meaningful change?  
 
Register here. 
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President Biden expects there to be an increase in vaccine supply that will allow for first doses to be 
given to the entire eligible population by the end of May.  He also announced adding teachers, school 
staff, and childcare workers to the current vaccine-eligible populations. 

Governor Inslee announced the entire state will move to Phase 3 reopening on March 22nd, moving 
from a regional to a county-by-county approach. On the same day, the next phase of vaccine eligibility 
will begin. Newly eligible individuals will include:  

 some critical workers in agriculture, food processing, grocery stores, corrections, public transit, 
corrections, fire and law enforcement, and staff and volunteers in congregate living settings; 
and 

 people 16 and over who are pregnant or have a disability that puts them at higher risk.  

More people will become eligible for the vaccine in the coming weeks: 

 for people ages 50+ with two or more comorbidities, on April 12th; and 

 for people 16 and over with two or more comorbidities, people living in congregate settings, 
and people experiencing homelessness who live in or access services in congregate settings, 
on April 26th. 

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) announced a new COVID-19 Vaccine Action 
Command and Coordination System Center, a public-private partnership to help reach the goal of 
vaccinating 45,000 people a day. Included among the private partners are several Alliance members, 
including Kaiser Permanente, Starbucks, SEIU 1199, and Washington State Nurses Association.  

The DOH reports that the four state run vaccination sites have administered a total of 111,072 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine since late January: 

 31,638 doses in Kennewick; 

 29,867 doses in Ridgefield; 

 22,715 doses in Spokane; and 

 26,852 doses in Wenatchee. 

The public is encouraged to use Phase Finder to determine if they are eligible and to contact the 
COVID-19 hotline at 1-800-525-0127 with questions.  

This week: 

Kennewick will administer first and second doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine; the second dose 
should be administered three weeks (21 days) after the first dose. Appointments may be scheduled 
here. 
 
Ridgefield will primarily administer first doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine; the second dose should 
be administered three weeks (21 days) after the first dose. Appointments may be scheduled here. 

Spokane will administer first and second doses of the Moderna vaccine; the second dose should be 
administered one month (28 days) after the first dose.  Appointments may be scheduled here. 

Wenatchee will largely focus on first doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech; the second dose should be 
administered three weeks (21 days) after the first dose. Appointments may be scheduled here. 

Alliance member, Business Health Trust, organized a recent two-day volunteer pop up vaccination site 
in White Center and vaccinated nearly 1,000 people. Interested in volunteering at an upcoming 
vaccination event with Business Health Trust? Complete this survey.  

In King County, more than 300,000 people have been vaccinated. The King County Partnership 
Vaccination Network will continue to prioritize outreach to BIPOC and vulnerable populations. All sites 
will also be open to school staff and childcare workers, but the doses are limited. What is being called 
the largest volunteer vaccination effort in the country was held at Seattle’s Lumen Field last weekend, 
administering 2,160 vaccines. Once supply is available, Lumen Field will have the capacity to 
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administer 20,000 doses daily. Eligible Seattle residents can register for vaccinations at the Lumen 
Field, Rainer Beach, or West Seattle sites. 

Seattle is being recognized for having the lowest death rate of the 20 largest metropolitan regions. It is 
estimated that if others had acted similarly, there would have been 300,000 fewer coronavirus deaths 
across the country. 

The Alliance will share the vaccine distribution lessons it has learned in a webinar sponsored by the 
Network for Regional Healthcare Improvement (NRHI). State and Regional Approaches to Equitable 
COVID-19 Vaccination Efforts will be held on Thursday, March 25th, from noon to 1 pm PT. Alliance 
Executive Director Nancy Giunto will discuss how the Alliance is adding to the successful efforts of 
Regional Health Improvement Collaboratives (RHICs) that are stepping up across the country to 
partner with local, regional, and state governments to support the many facets of vaccine distribution. 
The free one-hour webinar will share practical insight into how to solve for some of the largest barriers 
while also highlighting the importance of trusted relationships and partnerships.  

Register for the webinar here and read more about it here. 

COVID-19 Vaccines: Get The Facts is a collection of helpful information about the vaccines from Mayo 
Clinic. Additional resources, such as videos, flyers in multiple languages, and other materials from King 
County are available here. 

 
Washington State Health Care News 

 
Health Care Rankings-U.S. News & World Report 
 

Washington is ranked 8th in the country for its health care; 9th for public health, 12th for access; and 
13th for quality. 

 
2021’s States with the Most and Least Medicaid Coverage-WalletHub 
 

Washington ranks 6th in the nation for Medicaid coverage, 4th for quality, 7th for eligibility and 
enrollment, and 11th for spending. 

 
Newsweek Announces The World’s Best Hospitals-Newsweek 
 

University of Washington Medical Center and Virginia Mason Medical Center are recognized as being 
among the top 50 best hospitals in the world. 

 
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?-Kaiser Health News 
 

Penalties assessed on Washington hospitals for readmission and patient safety ratings are reported by 
Medicare for the past 7 years. 
 

New Interactive Mapping Tool to Pinpoint Pollution Hotspots to Improve Health 
Equity-Washington State Department of Health  
 

The DOH and UW announce mapping tools that can identify communities in Washington that are 
disproportionately affected by fossil fuel pollution and vulnerable to climate change. 

 
“When Will It End?”: How A Changing Virus Is Reshaping Scientists’ Views On COVID-19-
Reuters 

 
UW disease expert Chris Murray says the coronavirus’ new variants are prompting him to change his 
assumptions about the course of the pandemic. 
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WSU College of Nursing Continues to Gain NIH Research Funding-Washington State 
University  
 

The WSU College of Nursing ranked 19th among nursing colleges last year for funding from the NIH, 
the largest public funder of biomedical research in the world. 

 
Direct Contracting Webinar Series-Milliman MedInsight™ 
 

Milliman MedInsight™ is holding a webinar series focused on Direct Contracting to discuss the 
contracting landscapes for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and payers, 
providers, and purchasers. Find out more and register here. 
 
National Health Care News 

 
Biden Signs $1.9 Trillion Covid Relief Bill-Politico 
 

In his first major legislative achievement since taking office, President Biden signs the $1.9 trillion 
American Rescue Plan Act. 

 
Health Care Provisions in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 (H.R. 
133)-National Alliance of Healthcare Purchaser Coalitions  

 
NAHPC offers the purchaser’s perspective on the $1.4 trillion federal legislation that funds health care 
through September 2021. 

 
Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 Vaccine Scores FDA Authorization, Adding Key Third Shot 
to U.S. Supply-Fierce Pharma 
 

J&J says it expects to have a total of 20 million doses of its vaccine available by the end of March and 
100 million doses by mid-year, dramatically increasing vaccine availability. 

 
Creating Strategies to Expand Transgender Healthcare Coverage-Health Payer Intelligence 
 

For the 1.4 million Americans who identify as transgender, health care can be a challenge, but there 
are actions that can help, including improving data collection and stakeholder communication. 
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